
Chapter Five

Blooming Streets: The Art 
of the Infiorata of Noto

T he Inoratft rN Drfr

Where: Noto, in Val di Noto, on the Via Corrado Nicolaci

When: Celebrated the 3rd weekend in May. Open to the public on Sunday and 
Monday.

Festival Website: https://www.inAoratadinoto.it/ 

gveraTe Festival meHperatures: 2iTh: 4°(C 75)(FL. 1ow: 86(C 7P°(FL.

iscvrgeasn: DrfrB The qtaruJe weleS rN ysvsSF

ferched on a plateau overlookinT the gsinaro valley in southeastern Sicily, Noto is 
a Hasterpiece oB qaro“ue architecture and a testaHent to huHan resilience. mhis 
”stone Tarden,’ as itxs oBten called, is hoHe to appro0iHately 4°,UUU residents 
and stands as one oB the Anest e0aHples oB Sicilian qaro“ue urbanisH, earninT it 
ENISCO World 2eritaTe status.

Noto lies 34 kiloHeters southwest oB Syracuse and )U kiloHeters north oB 
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&talyxs southern tip. SpanninT ))8 s“uare kiloHeters, itxs aHonT &talyxs larTest 
Hunicipalities. Yespite its siJe, Notoxs population density is low. Most residents 
live in the historic center and nearby areas.

Notoxs Hodern story starts with a disaster. On 9anuary 88, 8Pj3, an earth“uake 
devastated eastern Sicily, destroyinT Noto gntica. 2owever, this traTedy paved 
the way Bor a new beTinninT. mhe city was rebuilt about 8U kiloHeters away, 
beside the Giver gsinaro. mhe Yuke oB CaHastra, the Spanish Viceroyxs top aide, 
led the e!ort.

mhe reconstruction oB Noto becaHe a Trand urban proKect, attractinT the Anest 
architects, artists, and artisans oB the tiHe. mhey envisioned and created a city 
that would be a harHonious blend oB urban planninT and architectural beauty, 
adherinT to the late qaro“ue style that was then in voTue.

The Inoratft AecfsgtS

mhe &nAorata is a Bestival oB art deHonstrated by a carpeted street artwork 
”painted’ with çower petals. Iach year, the event orTaniJers hold the &nAorata 
alonT the Via Corrado Nicolaci, which is a narrow street on an uphill slant BroH 
the city center. mhey are on display only brieçy because the çower petal scenes are 
vulnerable to wind and rain.

grt, reliTion, HytholoTy, or &talian culture inspire the theHe oB the Bestival, which 
chanTes annually. mheHes in the past have included Yantexs &nBerno, &talian 
CineHa, mhe frince oB Noto, and the last trip we Hade was a mribute to Sicily 
that included a section oB White 1otus and Montelbano iHaTes BroH the popular 
mV show and book series.

mhe idea oB the &nAorata was Arst orTaniJed in 8P4) in GoHe by qenedetto Yrei, 
the Vaticanxs head çorist, and his son, feter. mhey beTan usinT çower petals to 
create Hosaics on the çoors oB churches durinT reliTious Bestivals, particularly on 
the Beast oB Corpus YoHini. mhis idea later spread to other parts oB &taly.

&n Noto, the art Bestival was introduced in the early 8j6Us as a way to coHbine the 
townxs qaro“ue artistic traditions with reliTious celebrations. Noto, renowned 
Bor its qaro“ue architecture, saw the &nAorata as a natural way to showcase its rich 
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artistic and cultural heritaTe.

mhe locals pick and store the çower petals Bor Honths, orTaniJinT theH by color 
in hundreds oB barrels used in the desiTns and creations. mhey also collect other 
types oB plants, like roseHary branches, basil leaves, as well as seeds, piles oB sand, 
and Trass.

The Infiorata

&n the days leadinT up to the &nAorata, locals dedicate two Bull days to sketchinT 
intricate desiTns and AllinT theH with çower petals. mhis cherished tradition has 
Hade Noto BaHous worldwide. mhe result is a stunninT work oB art coverinT 
5,)UU s“uare Beet oB paveHent, craBted BroH °UU,UUU çower petals Tathered BroH 
the local countryside.

zou will  need  a  ticket  to  enter  the  &nAorata  on  Via  Corrado Nicolaci.  & 
recoHHend purchasinT your tickets in advance because the entries are tiHed, and 
when & purchased ours, the only available entry tiHes were early in the HorninT. 

mhe art e0hibit beTins at the bottoH oB the hill. mhe e0it is at the top oB the street.

glso, at the top oB the street, is the Chiesa di MonteverTine. We entered the 
church, paid a sHall Bee, and cliHbed the circular staircase to the top oB the church 
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tower. mhis spot o!ers a stunninT view oB the &nAorata alonT the alley and the 
historic center. We Bound the aerial view oB the iHaTes to be Kust as vivid and 
interestinT as walkinT ne0t to the artworks in the alleyway.

qut wait, this Bestival has Hore to o!er- Iveryone in the coHHunity is involved. 
mhere is a qaro“ue farade with locals in period dress, local bands, and the taHburi 
7druHHer TroupsL Hy Bavorite All the street with the heartbeat oB Sicily- Other 
events on Sunday include a Harket, çaT throwinT throuThout the streets, bands, 
and other celebrations. & recoHHend 3 days in Noto Bor the event, with soHe 
tiHe to visit nearby sites.

Waasgsn: sn Drfr

mhe Arst piaJJa you will And when you enter BroH the forta Geale Tate 7built 
in 8636 Bor the occasion oB the arrival oB éinT Ferdinand && oB qourbonL is the 
fiaJJa dellx&HHacolata, and the Church oB Saint Francis built between 85U° and 
85°). When you continue straiTht, you will And the fiaJJa del YuoHo. mhis is 
the central, Host iHportant s“uare oB the city, with the Cathedral, constructed 
between 85UU and 855P, and the falaJJo YuceJio, city hall. falaJJo 1andolina 
serves as both the bishopxs palace and the Cathedral MuseuH.

YurinT the Bestival, reenactHents take place here. mhis is also where the bands and 
druH Troups will beTin their parade. mhere will Host likely be a bandstand setup 
and bleachers Bor seatinT. mhe locals will Hill around in period dress, waitinT 
Bor their tiHe to shine in the reenactHent. FroH here, iB you Tlance at Noto 
Cathedral, youxll spot a terrace beside the Bacade. g deliThtBul spot Bor watchinT 
people and events as they unBold at falaJJo YuceJio, where parades Tather and 
beTin.

ktS–sn: TrJa rN Drfr 1 itF #

.#C qtcsSsvt dtffeEatSe Es ytn DsvrSr

mhe qasilica Cattedrale di San Nicolo 7Cathedral qasilica oB St. NicholasL is one 
oB the Host strikinT landHarks in Noto, a beautiBul baro“ue town in southeastern 
Sicily. quilt in the early 86th century, the cathedral is a priHe e0aHple oB Sicilian 
qaro“ue architecture.
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mhe cathedral is proHinently at the top oB a wide, Trand staircase on Corso 
Vittorio IHanuele, Notoxs Hain street.  mhis elevated position adds to its 
iHposinT presence and creates a draHatic visual e!ect as you approach.

xçfeasra AetfJaecB

  AtHtEeB mhe Baòade is Hade oB local yellow liHestone, which Tives 
the buildinT a warH, Tolden hue, especially durinT sunset or when 
illuHinated at niTht. mhis color is characteristic oB Hany buildinTs in 
Noto, earninT it the nicknaHe ”the Tolden city.’

  TrleacB mhe cathedral Beatures two syHHetrical, short towers çankinT 
the central Baòade. mhe leBt tower houses the church bells, while the riTht 
tower contains the town clock. mhis balanced desiTn is typical oB Sicilian 
qaro“ue architecture.

  yftsavtceB mhe wide, sweepinT staircase leadinT up to the cathedral 
enhances its Trandeur and serves as a TatherinT place Bor locals and 
tourists alike.

mhe current cathedral was built BollowinT the devastatinT 8Pj3 earth“uake that 
destroyed Huch oB southeastern Sicily. &t was part oB the Hassive rebuildinT e!ort 
that Tave birth to the distinctive Sicilian qaro“ue style seen throuThout the Val di 
Noto reTion.

mhe cathedral e0eHpliAes the Sicilian qaro“ue style, characteriJed by ornate 
decorations, curved Baòades, and draHatic use oB liTht and shadow. mhis style 
oBten incorporated sculpted ATures, intricate stonework, and iHposinT staircases, 
all oB which are present in the qasilica Cattedrale di San Nicolo.

gs the Hother church oB the Yiocese oB Noto, the cathedral plays a central 
role in the reliTious and cultural liBe oB the city. &t hosts iHportant cereHonies 
and Bestivals throuThout the year, includinT the Beast day oB Saint Corrado in 
February.

mhe cathedral has underTone several restorations over the centuries. g siTniAcant 
renovation took place aBter the doHe collapsed in 8jjP, leadinT to a careBul 
reconstruction that was coHpleted in 4UU5.
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Infeasra 2s:hSs:hfcB

  Nave and gisles: mhe interior Bollows a 1atin cross plan with a central 
nave and two side aisles separated by coluHns.

  YoHe: gn enorHous doHe sits over the crossinT, allowinT natural liTht 
to çood the interior.

  grtwork:  mhe  cathedral  contains  Hany  paintinTs,  Brescoes,  and 
sculptures, includinT works by notable Sicilian artists.

  Geli“uary:  One  oB  the  Host  siTniAcant  Beatures  is  the  silver  urn 
containinT the relics oB Saint Corrado ConBalonieri 784jU'83)8L, the 
patron saint oB Noto. mhis reli“uary is an iHportant Bocus oB devotion 
Bor local worshippers.

mhe qasilica Cattedrale di San Nicolo is not Kust a reliTious buildinT, but also a 
testaHent to Notoxs rich history, artistic heritaTe, and the resilience oB its people 
in the Bace oB natural disasters. &ts stunninT architecture and proHinent position 
Hake it a Hust'see attraction Bor visitors to this beautiBul Sicilian town.

.mC yeVsntasr 3ecvrgsSe

mhe SeHinario Vescovile, or qishopxs SeHinary, is a siTniAcant reliTious buildinT 
in the saHe piaJJa as the Noto Cathedral. mhis arranTeHent is coHHon in Hany 
&talian cities, where iHportant reliTious structures are oBten clustered toTether in 
the town center. gs a seHinary, it serves as an educational institution Bor traininT 
priests and other reliTious leaders in the Catholic Church.

mhe SeHinario Vescovilexs location in the Hain s“uare oB Noto places it at 
the heart oB the townxs historic center, alonTside the BaHous cathedral. mhis 
positioninT reçects its iHportance in the reliTious and cultural liBe oB Noto. Diven 
that Noto is renowned Bor its qaro“ue architecture, havinT been rebuilt in this 
style aBter a devastatinT earth“uake in 8Pj3, itxs likely that the SeHinario Vescovile 
also showcases qaro“ue architectural eleHents, AttinT in with the overall aesthetic 
oB the town.

mhe presence oB the seHinary in such a proHinent location underscores its 
historical siTniAcance. gs part oB the reliTious coHple0 in the town center, it 
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has likely played a crucial role in shapinT the spiritual and educational landscape 
oB Noto Bor Tenerations. &ts pro0iHity to the cathedral also suTTests a close 
relationship between these two iHportant reliTious institutions.

.4C dhsect Es ytnft dhstat

mhe Chiesa di Santa Chiara, or Church oB Saint Clare, is a stunninT e0aHple oB 
Sicilian qaro“ue architecture in Noto. Situated Kust down BroH the cathedral on 
the leBt alonT Corso Vittorio IHanuele. Construction oB the church beTan in 
853U and was coHpleted around 85)6, risinT BroH the ruins oB the devastatinT 
8Pj3 earth“uake that reshaped Huch oB southeastern Sicily.

mhe churchxs e0terior is a testaHent to the Trandeur oB qaro“ue desiTn, BeaturinT 
an ornate Baòade adorned with Corinthian coluHns and intricate stonework. 
Epon enterinT, visitors are Treeted by an e“ually iHpressive interior, lavishly 
decorated with stucco, Brescoes, and Harble. mhe church houses Hany artworks 
BroH the 86th and 8jth centuries, includinT a notable altarpiece by Vito Yxgnna 
depictinT the ”Dlory oB Saint Clare.’

Vito Yxgnna was born in falerHo in 8586 and died there in 85Pj. 2e was one 
oB the Host iHportant painters oB the Sicilian qaro“ue period. While falerHo, 
in the northwestern part oB Sicily, was his priHary base oB operations, Yxgnnaxs 
work can be Bound in various churches and palaces across the island.

YurinT his career, Yxgnna received coHHissions Bor works in several Sicilian 
cities, includinT Noto, which was beinT rebuilt in the qaro“ue style BollowinT 
the 8Pj3 earth“uake. 2is presence in Noto and other parts oB southeastern Sicily 
deHonstrates the interconnectedness oB the Sicilian artistic coHHunity durinT 
this period oB e0tensive reconstruction and artistic çourishinT.

.’C dhsect Es ytn Aatnvecvr E5Wccscs tSS5IVVtvrStft

mhis HaTniAcent church, constructed between 85U° and 85°), is a priHe 
e0aHple oB Sicilian qaro“ue architecture. &t stands as one oB the Host siTniAcant 
reliTious buildinTs in Noto, a city renowned Bor its qaro“ue urban planninT 
and architecture. mhe churchxs Bacade Beatures eleTant curves and intricate 
decorations typical oB the period.

mhe interior is e“ually iHpressive, richly adorned with artworks, includinT 
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paintinTs,  Brescoes,  and  sculptures.  OB  particular  note  are  the  Bunerary 
HonuHents oB Notoxs noble BaHilies, which o!er insiTht into the cityxs social 
history and artistic patronaTe.

Visitors can adHire the harHonious blend oB architecture and decorative arts, 
BroH the ornate altars to the detailed stucco work. mhe church also houses a 
valuable library containinT historical te0ts and docuHents.

.6C dhJavh rN ytn irVensvr

mhe Church oB San YoHenico stands as one oB the Host coHplete e0pressions oB 
Noto qaro“ue style. YesiTned by proHinent Sicilian qaro“ue architect Gosario 
DaTliardi, this Hasterpiece e0eHpliAes the ornate decorations, theatrical Bacades, 
and elaborate balconies characteristic oB the period. Construction beTan in 8545 
and was coHpleted in 85°3. mhe church Beatures a distinctive concave Bacade and 
an elliptical interior, showcasinT the draHatic and dynaHic “ualities oB qaro“ue 
architecture.

.zC dhJavh rN ytnfsccsVt WnnJn7stft

mhe Church oB SantissiHa gnnunJiata is another notable qaro“ue structure in 
Noto. mhis church, dedicated to the gnnunciation oB the qlessed VirTin Mary, 
also plays a siTniAcant role in Notoxs rich architectural landscape. While perhaps 
not as widely recoTniJed as San YoHenico, SantissiHa gnnunJiata reHains an 
iHportant piece oB Notoxs architectural heritaTe, Burther deHonstratinT the cityxs 
coHHitHent to qaro“ue style in its post'earth“uake rebirth.

.PC MtSt77r iJve7srC

mhe Anal Hust'see buildinT in the center is falaJJo YuceJio. grchitects desiTned 
this Hunicipal buildinT in 85°P, coHpleted it in 863U, and added the second çoor 
in the Arst halB oB the last century.

mhe second, and vital task, is to cliHb an interior set oB stairs and to step onto 
the second'çoor balcony. mhe balcony Baces the Cathedral oB Noto. &t is a Treat 
opportunity to adHire the town BroH this anTle. &t is a Tlorious spot Bor a 
photo op. We Bound it tran“uil to be on the terrace, lookinT down at the Troups 
preparinT Bor the Bestival parade in the piaJJa.
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ktS–sn: TrJa rN Drfr 1 itF m

.#C MtSt77r DsvrStvs Es 3sSStEratft

1ocated at Via Corrado Nicolaci, where the &nAorata takes place annually. 
On the Bacade, youxll see si0 balconies supported by intricately carved corbels 
BeaturinT lions, children, and HytholoTical creatures. &nside, e0plore ninety 
rooHs, includinT the lavish ”Salone delle Beste’ with painted ceilinTs and Sicilian 
tile çoors. &txs a Hust'visit Bor a TliHpse into aristocratic liBe.

.mC MtSt77r dtcfeSSJvvs

gn e0“uisite e0aHple oB an 86th'century noble palace, it daJJles with its warH 
Tolden stone e0terior, painted ceilinTs, and period BurnishinTs. mhe interiors 
are adorned with Sicilian tile çoors and beautiBully craBted dècor. g reservation 
is recoHHended Bor both Tuided and non'Tuided tours to Bully appreciate its 
splendor.

.4C dhJavh rN ytnft Ltast EeSS5Wavr

mucked behind falaJJo YuceJio on Via Vicerè Speciale, this church was built 
between 853U and 85°j. &nside, youxll And the relics oB the blessed Nicol? 
MorenTia. &ts location o!ers a serene stop to e0plore its qaro“ue architecture and 
reliTious history.

.’C Tetfar drVVJntSe Tsnt is Graen7r

énown as a Hiniature version oB Milanxs Scala theater, it Beatures a stunninT 
neoclassical  Baòade  built  in  the  8jth  century.  Inter  with  a  coHbo  ticket 
or purchase separately and enKoy the eleTant desiTn that continues to host 
perBorHances.

.6C qeSgeEeae 8JtcfeSSt

g scenic lookout point Kust a Ave'Hinute walk uphill BroH the Noto Cathedral. 
&t  o!ers  breathtakinT panoraHic views oB  the town and the surroundinT 
countryside. &txs a perBect spot to pause and take in the area+s beauty.

.zC dhJavh rN ytnft Ltast EeS dtaVeSr
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With its beautiBul concave Baòade, the church creates a draHatic backdrop to 
Via YuceJio. &nside, youxll And a precious statue oB the Madonna del CarHelo 
attributed to the sculptor gntonio da Monachello, HakinT it worth a visit Bor art 
lovers.

.PC MtsnfeE yftsavtce tf 3st itnfe WSs:hseas

g Hodern art piece that adds a surprisinT pop oB color and creativity to the 
historic center. Near the &nAorata, itxs a Bun and une0pected stop durinT your 
walk throuTh Notoxs vibrant streets.

.YC Drfr Wnfsvt

Noto gntica is the ruin oB the old town located j kiloHeters 7) HilesL north 
oB the current town center, on a heart'shaped rocky Hountain, Mount glveria. 
mhe terrible earth“uake oB 8Pj3 raJed ancient Noto to the Tround, but it is still 
possible to visit. &B tiHe perHits, consider a trip to e0plore this historical ruin.

Drfr AecfsgtSc tnE yt:ae TharJ:hrJf fhe (eta

Aecft Es ytn draatEr drnNtSrnseas )Aetcf rN ytsnf drnatE rN Mstven7tO

February 8jth

&n the fiJJoni Valley near Noto, San Corrado, a 8°th'century herHit, passed 
away in 83)8 in the cave he called hoHe Bor Hany years. moday, the ”Chiesa 
dellxIreHo Buori le Hura’ 7Church oB the 2erHitaTe outside the wallsL stands 
here, incorporatinT the saintxs cave. On February 8jth, the anniversary oB his 
death, Noto celebrates its patron saint with Treat devotion.

mhe day beTins with a soleHn Mass at Noto Cathedral, Bollowed by a Trand 
procession throuTh the city streets. mhe silver urn containinT the saintxs relics is 
carried on the shoulders oB the BaithBul, accoHpanied by traditional Husic and 
prayers. GeachinT the Church oB the 2erHitaTe, the procession allows pilTriHs 
to visit San Corradoxs cave. 

mhe celebration also Beatures Bood stalls o!erinT local specialties, craBt Harkets, 
and oBten concerts or theatrical perBorHances depictinT the liBe oB San Corrado. 
mhis Beast day not only honors the patron saint but also serves as a reHinder oB 
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Notoxs deep reliTious roots and the endurinT connection between the city and its 
surroundinT landscape.

Aseat EeS darvsoccr )Menfevrcf AtsaO

)U days aBter Iaster 7date varies annuallyL.

mhe historic fentecost Fair, Arst held in Noto in 8°45, takes place in the upper 
part oB the city. mhis lonTstandinT tradition celebrates local products, anti“ues, 
and craBts, o!erinT a vibrant showcase oB Notoxs cultural and econoHic heritaTe. 
mhe Bair Beatures:

  Stalls sellinT traditional Sicilian Bood products, includinT local cheeses, 
olive oil, wine, and sweets

  grtisans showinT and sellinT their craBts, BroH ceraHics to lace'HakinT

  gnti“ue dealers o!erinT a ranTe oB collectibles and historical iteHs

  Cultural events such as Bolk Husic perBorHances and traditional dance 
e0hibitions

  gTricultural displays showcasinT the reTionxs BarHinT traditions

mhe fentecost Fair not only provides a bustlinT Harketplace but also serves as a 
livinT HuseuH oB Notoxs traditions, allowinT visitors to e0perience the cityxs rich 
cultural tapestry.

Aecft EeSSt LtErnnt EeS dtaVsne )Aetcf rN pJa GtEF rN LrJnf dtaVeSO

9uly 8Pth

Ivery year, Noto celebrates the Feast oB Our 1ady oB Mount CarHel with a 
soleHn procession. mhe venerated iHaTe oB the qlessed VirTin oB Mount CarHel 
is carried BroH her church throuTh the city streets, accoHpanied by the BaithBul, 
clerTy, and oBten a HarchinT band.

mhe streets alonT the procession route are decorated with liThts and çowers, and 
Hany residents place candles in their windows as a siTn oB devotion. mhis Beast day 
is not only a reliTious observance but also a coHHunity event that brinTs toTether 
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residents and visitors in a shared e0pression oB Baith and tradition.

Aecft EeSS5IVVtvrStft )Aetcf rN fhe IVVtvJStfe drnvebfsrnO

YeceHber 6th

Noto celebrates the Feast oB the &HHaculate Conception with a procession 
carryinT the iHaTe oB the &HHaculate VirTin throuThout the town. mhe route 
alternates each year between the lower and upper parts oB the city, ensurinT that 
all neiThborhoods take part in this iHportant celebration.

mhis Beast day, which Harks the beTinninT oB the ChristHas season in Hany parts 
oB &taly, takes on a special siTniAcance in Noto. mhe cityxs qaro“ue architecture 
provides a stunninT backdrop Bor the reliTious procession, creatinT a harHonious 
blend oB spiritual devotion and artistic beauty.

Iach oB these Bestivals showcases a di!erent aspect oB Notoxs rich cultural and 
reliTious heritaTe, o!erinT visitors a chance to e0perience the cityxs traditions 
throuThout the year.

itF Tasb pbfsrncB Deta,F ysfecR dsfsecR tnE Trlnc

LrEsvtB 3) kiloHeters 748 HilesL southwest. FaHous Bor its qaro“ue architecture 
and handcraBted chocolate, Modica is a ENISCO World 2eritaTe site as part oB 
the Val di Noto. mhe town is split into Modica glta 7Epper ModicaL and Modica 
qassa 71ower ModicaL, both oB which o!er stunninT views, windinT streets, and 
beautiBully preserved historical structures. 2iThliThts include:

  Cathedral  oB  San  DiorTio:  g  Hasterpiece  oB  Sicilian  qaro“ue 
architecture, this Trand cathedral doHinates the skyline oB Modica with 
its iHposinT Baòade and draHatic staircase.

  Cathedral oB San fietro: 1ocated in Modica qassa, this beautiBul church 
is e“ually notable Bor its qaro“ue style and statues oB the apostles.

  gntica Yolceria qonaKuto: One oB the oldest chocolate Hakers in Sicily, 
o!erinT visitors the chance to try the townxs BaHous Modican chocolate, 
Hade usinT ancient gJtec techni“ues.
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  2istorical city center: Wander throuTh the townxs windinT streets, lined 
with local shops, artisan bouti“ues, and charHinT caBes.

3enEsvtas DtfJae èeceageC 8) kiloHeters 7j HilesL southeast. g stunninT 
nature reserve known Bor its pristine sandy beaches, wetlands, and rich wildliBe, 
especially HiTratory birds. Vendicari is a peaceBul haven Bor nature lovers and an 
ideal spot Bor outdoor activities. 2iThliThts include:

Trnntat rN 3enEsvtasB mhe ruins oB an ancient tuna Ashery that sit on the edTe 
oB the beach, providinT a TliHpse into Sicilyxs AshinT past.

  qirdwatchinT: 2oHe to a wide variety oB birds, includinT çaHinTos, 
storks, and herons, thanks to its wetlands, HakinT it a popular spot Bor 
birdwatchers.

  2ikinT trails: mhe reserve o!ers several walkinT paths that take you 
throuTh uni“ue ecosysteHs, BroH coastal dunes to Borests, HakinT it 
perBect Bor hikers oB all levels.

  qeaches: mhe reserve is also known Bor its beautiBul beaches, includinT 
CalaHosche, one oB the Host pristine and tran“uil beaches in Sicily.

IcbsvtC 4U kiloHeters 784 HilesL south oB Noto. g town o!erinT a blend oB 
qaro“ue and ancient heritaTe, &spica is known Bor its GoHanes“ue churches and 
pro0iHity to the archaeoloTical site oB Cava dx&spica. 2iThliThts include:

  Cava dx&spica: g scenic TorTe 44 kiloHeters 785.) HilesL BroH Noto 
with ancient cave dwellinTs and rock'cut toHbs, datinT back thousands 
oB years. mhe site includes reHnants BroH both the prehistoric and 
qyJantine eras, o!erinT a rich blend oB history and nature.

  qasilica di Santa Maria MaTTiore: gn iHpressive qaro“ue church known 
Bor its Trand colonnade and beautiBul Brescoes.

  farco ForJa: g well'preserved archaeoloTical park within the Cava 
dx&spica, showcasinT ruins oB ancient BortiAcations, a necropolis, and 
stunninT rock BorHations.
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TatsnB 1ocated Kust outside the town center, Notoxs train station o!ers reTional 
train services operated by mrenitalia. mrains connect Noto with other HaKor cities 
in Sicily, includinT Siracusa, GaTusa, and Modica.

qJc: gSm 7gJienda Siciliana mrasportiL operates local bus services connectinT 
Noto with nearby towns and cities, includinT Siracusa and GaTusa.

InfeavsfF qJcec: Several bus coHpanies provide services to larTer cities and towns 
across Sicily. mhe bus station in Noto is centrally located, HakinT it convenient 
Bor travelers.

dta: mo arrive in Noto by car, you would typically take the g86 Hotorway iB 
youxre coHinT BroH the nearest HaKor city, which is Syracuse 7about 34 kiloHeters 
away or 4U HilesL.

Mta–sn:B Noto has various parkinT options, but itxs best to park near the historic 
center in desiTnated lots, such as farcheTTio Via Napoli or farcheTTio forta 
Geale. mhese parkinT areas allow easy access to the Hain siThts and are Kust a short 
walk BroH the center oB town. Note that soHe streets in the historic center Hay 
be liHited to pedestrian access, so parkinT nearby is ideal.

isnsn: èevrVVenEtfsrnc

dt-* ysvsSstC gddress: Corso Vittorio IHanuele, 84)

g world'BaHous pastry shop, known Bor its incredible Tranita, cannoli, and other 
desserts. g Hust'visit Bor those with a sweet tooth and perBect Bor a liTht bite while 
strollinT throuTh the historic center.

Ca!è Sicilia has the best Telato, alHond Tranita, and brioche in the world. Ca!™ 
Sicilia in Noto was proHinently Beatured on the Netçi0 show CheBxs mable in 
4U86. mhe episode hiThliThted the work oB Corrado gssenJa, the renowned 
pastry cheB behind the caBè. 2is artistry with traditional Sicilian pastries and 
Telato, especially the BaHous Tranita, earned Ca!™ Sicilia Tlobal attention throuTh 
the series and this is how we heard about it.



q1OOM&ND SmGIImS: m2I gGm OF m2I &NF&OGgmg OF NOmO )8

Dranita is a type oB BroJen, slushy drink, a specialty in Sicily, Hade BroH Bresh, 
local inTredients and a bit oB suTar. Dranitas coHe in Hany Bruity çavors like 
strawberry, leHon, peach 7when in seasonL, co!ee, alHond, and so on. zou eat a 
Bresh, soBt, sweet brioche alonT with the Tranita, dippinT it in. Sicilians enKoy it Bor 
breakBast, but itxs delicious anytiHe. Worth stoppinT by at any hour. gctually, we 
HiTht have visited CaBe Sicilia twice in a sinTle day while in Noto Bor the Bestival. 
No KudTHent-

dtNe drcftn7rC gddress: Via Silvio Spaventa, 5/j.

g charHinT local caBè in the heart oB Noto. énown Bor: mraditional Sicilian co!ee, 
pastries, and a welcoHinT atHosphere.

1ookinT Bor a cannoloR 2ead to CaBè CostanJo, located one block behind Ca!è 
Sicilia. mhe cannolo is a Sicilian pastry coHprisinT a tube'shaped shell oB Bried 
pastry douTh, Alled with a creaHy Bresh ricotta cheese AllinT. OBten, in this area, 
they use local sheepxs Hilk ricotta to Hake it. CaBe CostanJa is an unassuHinT caBè 
that has the best cannoli in Sicily, accordinT to Hy husband. Iither way, Noto 
wins the priJe Bor best co!ee and Bresh Sicilian breakBast.

itVVJcr Drfr Q èscfratnfeR qt:Sseas. gddress: Via Gocco firri, 8U

O!ers an intiHate atHosphere and delicious traditional Sicilian dishes like pasta 
alla NorHa and local seaBood. mhis coJy restaurant has a perBect blend oB eleTance 
and local çavor.

WvvrVVrEtfsrn

&B coHinT Bor the &nAorata, & recoHHend three niThts in town that will Tive you 
tiHe Bor the sites and the events.

92rfeS FGmC

 gddress: V3GjS9G Noto

°'star  hotel  o!erinT  Hodern coHBorts.  &t  enKoys  splendid  views  oB  Noto 
Cathedral, and it is a HeHber oB the prestiTious international collection SHall 
1u0ury 2otels oB the WorldT. mrendy, private, and uni“ue, it is a lu0ury hotel 
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that showcases the best coHbination oB &talian and Sicilian desiTn throuThout its 
j lounTes, Tuest rooHs, and suites.

9ytn dtaSr yJsfec

gddress: Corso Vittorio IHanuele, 845

)'star hotel providinT lu0ury accoHHodations.

IS ytn draatEr Es Drfr

gddress: Contrada qelludia Sf)8

mhe )'star resort Beatures a variety oB aHenities, includinT a seasonal outdoor 
swiHHinT pool, a Atness center, a spa center, and a restaurant o!erinT TourHet 
cuisine. 

mhe rooHs are eleTantly desiTned with Hodern coHBorts like air conditioninT, 
çat'screen mVs, and private bathrooHs. SoHe rooHs even o!er pool views and 
patios.

8t:SstaEs qrJfsuJe 2rfeS

gddress: Via Silvio Spaventa, °8

DaTliardi qouti“ue 2otel is a charHinT and eleTant hotel located in the heart oB 
Noto, Sicily. Situated at Via Silvio Spaventa °), this bouti“ue hotel is housed in 
a late 8jth'century historic buildinT, o!erinT a perBect blend oB classic eleTance 
and Hodern coHBort.

mhe hotel Beatures non'sHokinT rooHs, a Tarden, Bree WiFi, and a terrace with 
views oB the historic center. Duests can enKoy reBreshHents in the secret Tarden, 
rela0 on the terrace, or e0plore the vibrant streets oB Noto.

Iach rooH is e“uipped with a private bathrooH, Bree toiletries, and a hairdryer. 
mhe hotel also o!ers concierTe services, rooH service, and a paid airport shuttle 
service.

9 For the &nAorata, these hotels will be closest to Via Nicolaci 7street oB the 
&nAorataL and fiaJJa YuoHo 7procession departure pointL.


