Ciao, fellow traveler!

A Day to Remember: The Jubilee of Youth Lights Up Rome

This week, Rome radiated with joy, faith, and youthful energy as the Jubilee of
Youth unfolded across the Eternal City. Thousands of young people from
across Italy and around the world gathered in vibrant unity to celebrate their
faith and friendship in the heart of Catholicism, and it was nothing short of

extraordinary.

From the early morning pilgrimage walks to the Holy Doors to the joyful
music echoing through Piazza San Giovanni in Laterano, the atmosphere was
electric. Youth groups filled the streets with color, song, and prayer as they
made their way through the traditional Jubilee paths, stopping for confession,

catechesis, and meaningful encounters at the city’s four basilicas.

Pope Leo XIV Surprised Young Pilgrims at Vatican Youth Jubilee

In a spontaneous and unforgettable moment Tuesday evening, Pope Leo XIV
surprised over 120,000 young pilgrims gathered in St. Peter’s Square for the
Jubilee of Youth welcome Mass. The event marked his first major engagement
with youth as Pontiff, and the crowd responded with thunderous cheers and
chants of “This is the youth of the Pope.” His unexpected arrival in the
popemobile turned a formal ceremony into a celebration full of energy and joy.

Ferragosto in Full Glory: Italy’s Top August 15 Celebrations

Italy knows how to celebrate summer, and Ferragosto is the ultimate party,
steeped in tradition, faith, fireworks, and feasting. From the hills of Tuscany to
the beaches of Sicily, here are five unforgettable places to experience the

magic of August 15.

Palio dell’ Assunta — Siena, Tuscany
Feel the thunder of hooves and the roar of the crowd in Italy’s most iconic

horse race. The Palio dell’ Assunta is a dazzling spectacle of medieval



pageantry, fierce rivalry, and deep devotion to the Virgin Mary. Parades in full

historic costume lead up to the heart-pounding race in the Piazza del Campo.

Festa della Madonna dell’Assunta — Trapani, Sicily
This vibrant coastal city comes alive with processions, fireworks, and concerts
that honor the Assumption of Mary. Deeply rooted in local tradition, Trapani’s
celebration blends spiritual reverence with joyful street festivities and Sicilian

flavor.

Processione dell’ Assunta — Castel Gandolfo, Lazio
Once the Pope’s beloved summer retreat, this lakeside town just outside Rome
offers a peaceful and moving procession through the historic center, followed
by fireworks bursting over Lake Albano. A beautiful blend of nature, faith, and

tradition.

Ferragosto Fireworks — Rimini, Emilia-Romagna
Head to the Adriatic for the ultimate beach party. Rimini goes all out with
midnight fireworks, bonfires, DJs, and dancing on the sand. It’s the liveliest

way to ring in Ferragosto with sun, surf, and celebration.

Sagra Season Kicks Off: Where to Eat Your Way Through August in Italy
August in Italy is more than sun and sea, it’s the start of sagra season, when
villages celebrate local food with lively festivals, music, and community
gatherings. From buttery gnocchi in Lazio to sizzling swordfish in Sicily,

here’s where the flavors come alive this month:

Tuscany — Sagra della Bistecca, Cortona
First week of August
Cortona turns into a carnivore’s paradise with this celebration of Chianina
beef, the prized Tuscan breed. Giant steaks are grilled in the open air, and the
town fills with the aroma of fire-roasted perfection. Bring your appetite and

your camera.

Veneto — Sagra del Redentore (Extended)
Late July into early August

In smaller towns across the Veneto, the Redentore spirit lingers with food



stands, fireworks, and music stretching into August weekends. A perfect way

to catch this Venetian tradition beyond the lagoon.

Lazio — Sagra degli Gnocchi, Nerola
Early August
Nestled in the Sabine hills, Nerola dishes out handmade gnocchi topped with
savory sauces, paired with local wine and folk music. It’s a delicious excuse to

escape the Rome crowds and enjoy small-town charm.

Sicily — Sagra del Pesce Spada, Aci Trezza
Early August
Right on the sea, this coastal town celebrates the swordfish that defines its
cuisine. Expect seaside grilling stands, traditional music, and the unmistakable

flavor of Sicilian summer.

Ready to start your journey?
Click here to dive into the blog and explore

Discover the Heart of Italy Through Its Festivals

Planning your next Italian adventure? Whether you crave street processions in
Sicily, seaside festivals in Venice, olive oil tastings in Puglia, or summer nights
under Roman skies, my Ultimate Festival and Travel Guides are your key to

authentic, unforgettable travel.

Ultimate Festival and Travel Guide: Sicily
From ancient rituals to modern sagre, Sicily’s celebrations are soul-stirring.
Explore Palermo, Taormina, Syracuse, and beyond with detailed itineraries,
festival dates, and local tips.

Get it on Amazon

Ultimate Festival and Travel Guide: Rome & Beyond
Roam Rome like a local and discover the vibrant festivals of Lazio. Includes

Holy Week traditions, hidden village feasts, and weekend getaways in the


https://www.katerinaferrara.com/blog
https://amzn.to/3J55aKa

Castelli Romani.
Get it on Amazon

Ultimate Festival and Travel Guide: Puglia
Baroque cities, coastal charm, and summer sagre await. Dive into the heel of
Italy with tips on where to eat, what to see, and how to join the locals in
celebrating life.

Get it on Amazon

Ultimate Festival and Travel Guide: Venice & the Veneto (Coming
August 30)
Carnival, the Redentore, and countless hidden gems across the Veneto region
—from Verona to Vicenza. Your guide to a magical region of canals, castles,
and celebration.

Preorder or mark your calendar — Available August 30

Grazie mille for being part of this amazing journey. I can’t wait to share even

more of Italy with you.

Arrivederci,

Katerina Ferrara.
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